
A Trek Across the Stars 
 

As I strap into the rocket, I think about the exciting opportunity that awaits. I am one of 
thirty people invited to take a tour of the inner planets of the solar system.  This opportunity 
arose after Mars had been colonized by SpaceX, and inter-system travel had been made possible. 
The plan is to do a flyover of Mercury, Mars, and then the Moon, which would be the last stop 
before we returned home.  I heard the announcer countdown, and I braced for liftoff.  
 

The first stop, Mercury, was very hot, with temperatures reaching up 800 degrees 
farenheit during the day.  We could not get very close to the surface for that reason, but we were 
able to look at the surface from the sky.  The ground was covered in craters, with the largest one 
I saw being over 747 km across, which was filled with many smaller craters.  One possible 
explanation for the amount of craters is the amount of meteoroids that strike the surface without 
being disintegrated by an atmosphere.  Without water, these craters would not erode, which is 
why there are so many craters, as they have been increasing in number ever since Mercury was 
first created.  After we passed over the craters, the tour guide told us to buckle up, as we would 
be heading to the moon next. 
 

When we reached the moon, we first went to the Apollo 11 landing site, where we saw 
the flag planted by those first Astronauts.  We were also told about the location of the landing 
site, The Mare Tranquillitatis, a region characterized by extensive basalt deposits, is latin for Sea 
of Tranquility. This tranquility is why it was chosen because it was a flat and smooth landing 
area, which would have been helpful in lading because it was the first time getting that close to 
the surface.  There are about 12 more of these seas, each with no water, but called seas because 
they appeared to be full of water according to the people who first spotted it.  There are also 
several craters that are several kilometers across, which are much larger than I first imagined. 
We stopped by some of the other Apollo landing sites, then  took off for Mars. 
 

When we reached Mars, we first stopped at Olympus Mons, the tallest mountain in the 
Solar System, which is around 72,000 feet tall.  It was able to get so tall due to Mars’ lack of 
tectonic plates, which allowed the mountain to build up without any shifts in the rock below. 
We were told about how much the terrain had changed over time, such as the now dried up 
riverbeds being filled with water.  We capped up our tour by traveling to the landing spot of the 
Curiosity Rover, where we tracked all the way to its final resting point.  We learned about its 
original mission to study the climate and geology of Mars and its 2821 day journey that it  has 
been on since it landed on Mars.  That journey has helped humanity learn so much about the red 
planet.  However, we then had to head back to Earth, as we had finished our tour. 
 


